
MARRIAGE GOD’S WAY 
 

Ephesians 5:1–2 & 21 NLT  | Imitate God, therefore, in everything you 
do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love, fol-
lowing the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a 
sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God. …And further, submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ. 
 
BIG IDEA: A great marriage isn’t built by finding the right person. It’s 
built by becoming the right person. (Becoming like Jesus.) 
 
1 John 3:16 NLT  | We know what real love is because Jesus gave up 
his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers 
and sisters. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4–7 NLT  | Love is patient and kind. Love is not jeal-
ous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is 
not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does not re-
joice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love 
never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 
through every circumstance. 
 

So, what does a spouse with the heart of Jesus look like? 

 
1. They understand that marriage is built on commitment, not mere 
feelings. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4 NLT  | Love is… 

 



Genesis 2:24 NLT  | This explains why a man leaves his father and moth-
er and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one. 
 

Matthew 19:5-6 NLT  | (Jesus said)“This explains why a man leaves his 
father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into 
one. 6 Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what 
God has joined together.” 
 
2. They embrace that marriage thrives on serving, not scoring. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4–5 NLT | Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous 
or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not 
irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.  
 

Ephesians 5:21-25 NLT  | And further, submit to one another out of rev-
erence for Christ. For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to 
the Lord. For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of 
the church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. As the church sub-
mits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your husbands in every-
thing. For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church. He gave up his life for her… 
 
3. They grasp that their marriage is supposed to tell a story, His Story.  
 

1 Corinthians 13:6–7 NLT  |  (Love) …rejoices whenever the truth wins 
out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and en-
dures through every circumstance. 
 

Ephesians 5:31–32 NLT  | As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father 
and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” 
This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the 
church are one. 

Going Deeper on Your Own: Read Ephesians 5:1–2 & 21–33 this week 
and ask yourself, “Where does my love look like Jesus, and where have 
selfishness, pride, or scorekeeping crept in?” Then take one clear next 
step: serve without being asked, offer the apology you have been avoid-
ing, forgive an offense you keep replaying, schedule the needed conver-
sation or counseling appointment, and pray daily, “Jesus, begin with 
me; teach me to love my spouse the way You have loved me.” 






