
I Was Alone. I Now Belong. 
 
BIG IDEA: My identity in Christ doesn’t just change who I am – it 
shows me where I belong.   
 
Romans 8:12-17 NIV | Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obli-
gation–but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 For those who are led by the 
Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not 
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you re-
ceived brought about your adoption to sonship. And by Him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in or-
der that we may also share in His glory.  
 
1. I have a new direction – I am led by the Spirit. (vv. 12-14) 
 
2. I am no longer a slave to fear – I am a child of God. (v. 15) 
 
3. I don’t have to earn my place in God’s family – I am a child and an 
heir. (vv. 16-17)  



4. God has a plan for me – my future is secure. 
 
Check Point: Step into the family. 
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Going Deeper: You don’t just belong to God – You belong with God’s 
people. Read Ephesians 2:19–22 this week. 
 

Because of Jesus, you are not an outsider anymore – you are family. 
Paul shows this isn’t a casual connection but a well-constructed be-
longing. 
 

• Not strangers → fellow citizens 

• Not distant → members of His household 

• Not random → being built together 
 

You don’t drift into belonging – you step into it. 
 
Ask yourself these questions: 
1. Where am I still living like a “guest” instead of a family member in 

God’s house? 

2. What would it actually look like for me to step into belonging and 
contributing (not just attending)? 

3. Who has God placed around me that I’m meant to build with – not 
just sit near? 






