
Who I Was. Who I Am. 
 

BIG IDEA: You are no longer defined by who you were – but by who 
you are in Christ. 
 
Romans 5:1-11 NIV | Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but 
we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produc-
es perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 6 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now been justified by His blood, 
how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through Him! 10 

For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him 
through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through His life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also 
boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation.  



1. I was at war with God - but now I have peace with God. (v. 1) 
 
2. I was shut out - but now I am welcomed in with grace. (v. 2) 
 
3. I was being broken by my struggle - now God is building me through 

it. (vv. 3 - 5) 
 
4. I was powerless and lost - now I am saved, loved, and found. 

(vv. 6 - 11) 

 

Notes:_____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Check Point: Start living from who you are in Christ. 
 

GOING DEEPER: Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. 
 

You don’t live trying to become someone different; you live from who 
you already are in Christ. 
 

1. Where do you still feel defined by your past instead of your new 
identity in Christ? 

 

2. What’s one situation this week where you struggled to live from who 
you are in Christ? 

 

3. Reality check - Verse 21 says you’ve become “the righteousness of 
God.” How does that challenge the way you see yourself? 

 

4. What would it look like practically this week to live from your identity 
instead of trying to earn it? 

 

Each day this week, remind yourself: 
“I am a new creation. I am made righteous in and by Jesus.” 






