
HONEST TO GOD 
God Never Said… “When God Closes a Door, He Opens a Window” 
(Proverbs 3:5-6, Romans 8:28, & Psalms 37:23-24 & Genesis 37-50) 

 
Big Idea: God’s plans may not be obvious, but they’re always better 
than mine. 
 
HOW TO TRUST GOD WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE YOU’RE STUCK 
(Life lessons from Joseph – A man in a maze, Genesis 37–50) 
 
1. Ask the obvious question: How did I get here? 
 
Genesis 37:5–7 NLT | One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told 
his brothers about it, they hated him more than ever. 6 “Listen to this 
dream,” he said. 7 “We were out in the field, tying up bundles of grain. 
Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your bundles all gathered around 
and bowed low before mine!” 
 
Micah 6:8 NLT | No, O people, the Lord has told you what is good, and 
this is what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with your God. 
 



2. Recognize that closed doors and hallways may be for our protec-
tion or preparation. 
 
Genesis 37:28 NLT | So when the Ishmaelites, who were Midianite 
traders, came by, Joseph’s brothers pulled him out of the cistern and 
sold him to them for twenty pieces of silver. And the traders took him 
to Egypt. 
 
Genesis 37:18 NLT | When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they 
recognized him in the distance. As he approached, they made plans to 
kill him. 
 
Genesis 39:2 NLT | The Lord was with Joseph, so he succeeded in eve-
rything he did as he served in the home of his Egyptian master. 
 
3. Refuse to run in the hallway (don’t be in such a big hurry). 
 
Genesis 39:22–23 NLT | Before long, the warden put Joseph in charge 
of all the other prisoners and over everything that happened in the 
prison. 23 The warden had no more worries, because Joseph took care 
of everything. The Lord was with him and caused everything he did to 
succeed. 
 
4. Trust the builder — Even when you can’t see the blueprint. 
 
Genesis 50:20 NLT | You intended to harm me, but God intended it all 
for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of 
many people. 

GOING DEEPER ON YOUR OWN: This week, take time to read through 
Genesis 37–50 in one or two sittings and follow Joseph’s journey. No-
tice his ups and downs and ask yourself where God’s hand showed up 
in his setbacks.  
NEXT STEP: Take a step back — push up and push away — and look at 
your own life from a bird’s-eye view. If you feel like you’ve hit a closed 
door or you’re stuck in a hallway, walk through these questions: How 
did I get here? (own it) What is God teaching me in this moment? 
How can I give it over to Him? (confess it and give it over to Him) And 
how can I better trust and hear Him for what He’s going to do next? 
(Listen to Him and the wise counsel of the godly) Write out Proverbs 
3:5–6 and place your specific issue into the verse as a personal decla-
ration. Finally, share what you’ve discovered with a trusted friend so 
they can encourage you to keep trusting the Lord right where you are. 






