
HONEST TO GOD 
God Never Said, “God just wants you to be happy.” 

 

Romans 8:29 NLT | For God knew his people in advance, and he chose 
them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters. 
 
1 Peter 1:15–16 NLT | But now you must be holy in everything you do, 
just as God who chose you is holy. 16 For the Scriptures say, “You must 
be holy because I am holy.” 
 
Big Idea: God’s goal isn’t to make us happy for a moment, but holy for 
eternity — and holiness is the pathway to lasting joy. 
 

How to find true holiness over broken happiness: 
(Mark 10:17–27, Matthew 19:16-22, & Luke 18:18-23) 
 
Mark 10:17-27 NLT | As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, 
a man came running up to him, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me 
good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good. 19 But to answer your ques-
tion, you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not 
commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You 
must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and mother.’” 20 “Teacher,”  



the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was 
young.” 21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There 
is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your 
possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treas-
ure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell, 
and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. 23 Jesus looked 
around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter 
the Kingdom of God!” 24 This amazed them. But Jesus said 
again, “Dear children, it is very hard to enter the Kingdom of 
God.  25 In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a nee-
dle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 26 The disci-
ples were astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?” they 
asked. 27 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it 
is impossible. But not with God. Everything is possible with God.” 
 
1. Stop settling for a mood when we were made for maturity. 

(Mark 10:21, Matthew 22:37 & Matthew 6:33) 
 
2. Don’t sweat being uncomfortable here — sweat being unprepared 

there.  
(Mark 10:21, Colossians 3:1-2, & Matthew 6:19-21) 

 
3. Find joy in following, not just feeling good. 

(Mark 10:22, Galatians 5:22-23, & John 15:11) 
 

Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, take time to read all three ac-
counts of the Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10:17–27, Matthew 19:16–22, 
Luke 18:18–23). Ask yourself: What’s the “one thing” I might be hold-
ing on to that keeps me from fully following Christ? Where am I chas-
ing temporary happiness instead of lasting holiness? What would it 
look like for me to seek God’s Kingdom first in all areas of my life? 
Next Steps: Pray and ask, “God, what area of my life am I holding too 
tight?” Show me where I need to let go and follow you.”  Write down 
what He shows you and take one practical step of obedience this 
week to let go. Don’t be surprised if it feels uncomfortable—because 
that’s often where God grows us most. Share it with a friend so they 
can pray for you.  






