
GOING LYDIA 
Lydia (Acts 16:8–15) 

 

1 Peter 4:9-10 NLT | 9 Cheerfully share your home with those who need a 
meal or a place to stay. 10 God has given each of you a gift from his great va-
riety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. 
 

1 Peter 4:9-10 ESV | 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.  10 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace: 
 

Big Idea: When you live open-hearted and open-handed, God will move 
through you. 
 

Acts 16:8–15 NLT |8 So instead, they went on through Mysia to the seaport 
of Troas. 9 That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in northern 
Greece was standing there, pleading with him, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us!” 10 So we decided to leave for Macedonia at once, having con-
cluded that God was calling us to preach the Good News there. 11 We board-
ed a boat at Troas and sailed straight across to the island of Samothrace, and 
the next day we landed at Neapolis. 12 From there we reached Philippi, a ma-
jor city of that district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. And we stayed 
there several days. 13 On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to 
a riverbank, where we thought people would be meeting for prayer, and we 
sat down to speak with some women who had gathered there. 14 One of 
them was Lydia from Thyatira, a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who  



worshiped God. As she listened to us, the Lord opened her heart, and she 
accepted what Paul was saying. 15 She and her household were baptized, 
and she asked us to be her guests. “If you agree that I am a true believer in 
the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my home.” And she urged us until 
we agreed. 
 

HOW TO “GO LYDIA” 
 

1. Live with an open heart.  
 

Acts 16:14 NLT |14 …As she listened to us, the Lord opened her 
heart… (v.14) 

 

2. Practice saying yes to what God is doing and respond to it. 
 

Acts 16:14-15 NLT| 14 …and she accepted what Paul was saying. 15 

She and her household were baptized… 
 

3. Use what you’ve got to empower what God is doing. 
 

Acts 16:15 NLT |15 …she asked us to be her guests. “If you agree that 
I am a true believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my 
home.” And she urged us until we agreed. 

 

4. Remember hospitality is Holy Work. 
 

Acts 16:15b NLT |15 …And she urged us until we agreed. 

Going deeper on your own: Read all of Acts 16 out loud. Then reread 
verses 11–15, where Lydia steps into the story. Paul, Silas, and the 
team were trying to follow the Spirit’s leading, and after being redi-
rected, they ended up in Philippi. There, they met Lydia—a business-
woman who sold purple cloth, a high-end product in her day. She was 
financially independent, spiritually curious, and open-hearted. The 
Bible says she was a worshiper of God, likely disillusioned with the 
empty philosophies of her culture, and searching for truth. As you re-
flect on Lydia’s story, ask yourself: What does it look like for me to live 
with an open heart like Lydia? Am I paying attention to where God is 
already moving—and saying yes? What resources, gifts, or space has 
God given me that I could use to bless someone else? Remember, 
hospitality isn’t just about dinner parties—it’s about making space in 
your life so others can encounter God. Next Step: This week, inten-
tionally choose to invite someone into your life. Open your schedule, 
open your home, make space at your table for someone. Don’t wait 
until it’s convenient. Don’t wait until it’s Pinterest-worthy. Make 
room—and let God move. 






