
FAITHFUL IN THE SHADOWS: SERVING WHERE NO ONE SEES 
Baruch (Jeremiah 36:1–32) 

 
Hebrews 6:10 NIV | 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work 
and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and 
continue to help them. 
 
Big Idea: God sees what’s done in the shadows and rewards what’s 
done in faith. 
 
Jeremiah 36:4–6 NLT |  4 So Jeremiah sent for Baruch son of Neriah, 
and as Jeremiah dictated all the prophecies that the Lord had given 
him, Baruch wrote them on a scroll. 5 Then Jeremiah said to Baruch, “I 
am a prisoner here and unable to go to the Temple. 6 So you go to the 
Temple on the next day of fasting, and read the messages from the 
Lord that I had you write on this scroll…” 
 
Jeremiah 36:22–24 NLT | 22 It was late autumn, and the king was in a 
winterized part of the palace, sitting in front of a fire. 23 Each time Jehu-
di finished reading three or four columns, the king took a knife and cut 
off that section of the scroll. He then threw it into the fire, section by 
section, until the whole scroll was burned up. 24 Neither the king nor his 
attendants showed any signs of fear or repentance at what they heard. 

 



Jeremiah 36:27–28, 32 NLT | 27 After the king had burned the scroll… 
the Lord gave Jeremiah another message. He said, 28 “Get another 
scroll, and write everything again just as you did on the scroll King Je-
hoiakim burned…” 32 So Jeremiah took another scroll and dictated 
again to his secretary, Baruch. He wrote everything that had been on 
the scroll King Jehoiakim had burned in the fire. Only this time he add-
ed much more! 
 
How To Bring Light From The Shadows 
 

1. Choose obedience over applause. (v. 4) 
 
2. Remember the background still shapes the story (vv. 5-6 & 10) 
 
3. When obedience is criticized, choose to do it again, even 

better. (v. 32)  
 
4. Be committed to the finish line. God honors not just the 

start—but the staying. (v. 32) 

Going deeper on your own: This week read Jeremiah 36 in one sitting, 
notice every detail of Baruch’s hidden but heroic obedience. As you 
read, ask yourself: Where am I currently serving in the shadows, and 

When 
the king destroys the first scroll, Baruch simply rewrites it. How do I 
usually respond when my work is dismissed, criticized, or seemingly 
wasted?  Finally, look at Baruch’s long-term loyalty—what practice, 
ministry, or relationship do I need to stay committed to for the long 
haul, even when applause is absent? Next step: identify one “behind-
the-scenes” assignment God has given you—at home, at church, or at 
work—and commit to doing it with fresh faith this week. Then encour-
age another quiet servant you know; let them hear, “God sees what’s 
done in the shadows, and it matters.” 






