
Finding Family  
 

Ephesians 1:4-5 NLT | Even before He (God) made the world, God 
loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in His eyes. 
5 God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family by bringing us 
to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what He wanted to do, and it 
gave Him great pleasure. 
 
BIG IDEA: God is creating a community—a family that is here now and 
will last forever. It's His church, and He wants you and me to be a part 
of it. 
 
How to Find a Family Worth Living In 
 
Luke 2:8-18 NLT | That night there were shepherds staying in the fields 
nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord 
appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord's glory surrounded 
them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. "Don't be 
afraid!" he said. "I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all 
people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today 
in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize Him by this 
sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 
manger." 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—
the armies of heaven—praising God and saying,  



14 "Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with 
whom God is pleased." 15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the 
shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 16 They hurried to 
the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in 
the manger. 17 After seeing Him, the shepherds told everyone what had 
happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 18 All 
who heard the shepherds' story were astonished. 
 

1. Recognize we're created for God's spiritual family. (vv. 8-10) 
 

Ephesians 1:4-5 NLT | Even before He (God) made the world… 5 God 
decided in advance to adopt us into His own family… through Jesus 
Christ. 

 

2. Embrace God's family as a physical place to belong and a purpose to 
contribute to. (v. 15) 

 

Ephesians 3:10 NLT | God's purpose in all this was to use the church 
to display His wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 

 

3. Practice (do) grace, love, and mercy as a family. (vv. 17-18) 
 

Ephesians 4:1-6 NIV | As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to 
live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 
one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Going deeper on your own: Read Luke 2:1-40 and Matthew 2:1-19, and 
answer the following questions: How many different people was Jesus 
revealed to when first coming into the world? Why do you think God 
chose to tell us about these individuals? Where are you in this story? 
How did they point others to Christ and His family? NEXT STEPS: This 
week, ask God to reveal one person in His family that has been there for 
you. Take them for coffee or dinner. Then, ask God to reveal one person 
who may be alone. Bring them a coffee or dinner. God has given us a 
community – embrace & enjoy it! 






