
BATTLES & BALLADS - SACRED MELODY 
 

1 Samuel 16:1 ESV | The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you 
grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? 
Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse of  Bethlehem, for 
I have provided for myself a king among his sons.”  
 
BIG IDEA: God’s plans are always better. 
 
1 Samuel 16:4-5 NIV | Samuel did what the LORD said. When he ar-
rived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met 
him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in 
peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and 
come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons 
and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 
1. Be prepared for God’s plans. 
 

1 Samuel 16:6-7 NIV | When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed stands here before the LORD.” 
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the 
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart.” 



2. God sees beyond the surface to who we really are. 
 

1 Samuel 16:10-12 NIV | Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Sam-
uel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11  So 
he asked Jesse, “Are these all of the sons you have?” “There is still the 
youngest,” Jesse answered, “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, 
“Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 12 So he sent for 
him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a 
fine appearance and had handsome features. Then the LORD said, 
“Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

 
3. Humility and faithful obedience lead to greater influence. 
 

1 Samuel 16:13 NIV | So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him 
in the presence of his brothers, and from that day the Spirit of the 
LORD came powerfully upon David. 

 
4. God’s timing for our lives is always perfect. 
 

1 Samuel 13:14 ESV | …The LORD has sought out a man after His own 
heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his peo-
ple… 

 
NEXT STEP: Choose one spiritual discipline to help you pursue God so 
that His plans might be revealed. 

Going deeper on your own:  
 
1 Samuel 13:14 ESV | …The LORD has sought out a man after His own 
heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people… 
 
What do you feel it means to be “a man or woman after God’s own 
heart”? How do you feel you could cultivate that spiritual fruit in your 
life? What spiritual disciplines could you do together as a group to en-
courage each other to become men and women after God’s own heart? 






