
HOW TO LIVE ABOVE THE LIONS 
 

Romans 12:1-2 MSG | So here’s what I want you to do, God helping 
you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-
work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. 
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. 
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it with-
out even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. 
 
BIG IDEA: Living for God is not always easy, but it’s good, it’s right, and 
it always changes things for the better. 
 
HOW TO LIVE ABOVE THE LIONS 
 
1. Choose to live for the approval of an eternal God over earthly kings.  
 

Daniel 2:10 NLT | But when Daniel learned that the law had been 
signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, 
with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a 
day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his God.  

 
 
 



2. Develop the disciplines that will help you rise. 
 

Daniel 2:4 & 10 NLT | Then the other administrators and high officers 
began searching for some fault in the way Daniel was handling gov-
ernment affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or con-
demn. He was faithful, always responsible, and completely trustwor-
thy… he went home and knelt down as usual. 

 
3. Be intentional about what your life says. It’s always saying some-

thing. (vv. 2, 3, 4, & 20) 
 

Daniel 2:2-3 NLT | The king also chose Daniel and two others as ad-
ministrators to supervise the high officers and protect the king’s in-
terests. 3 Daniel soon proved himself more capable than all the other 
administrators and high officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability, the 
king made plans to place him over the entire empire. 

 
4. Humbly respect kings but honor God. I will Honor my God by re-

specting His choice.  
 

Daniel 2:19-21 NLT | Very early the next morning, the king got up 
and hurried out to the lions’ den. 20 When he got there, he called out 
in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom 
you serve so faithfully, able to rescue you from the lions?” 21 Daniel 
answered, “Long live the king! My God sent his angel to shut the li-
ons’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, for I have been found 
innocent in His sight. And I have not wronged you, Your Majesty.” 

Going deeper on your own: Read Daniel 3-6 and reflect on the following 
questions: How many kings did Daniel serve? How did he remain in lead-
ership while kings and kingdoms came and went? How many U.S. presi-
dents have you lived under in your lifetime? How have they affected 
your way of thinking? How have you changed because of their leader-
ship? How many relationships have you gained or lost because of the 
presidents you’ve lived under? NEXT STEP: Intentionally choose a per-
sonal relationship with someone who holds different political ideologies 
to introduce them to God.  






