
READ BETWEEN THE LIONS | HOW TO BE AN INFLUENCER 
 

Proverbs 3:1-4 NLT | My child, never forget the things I have taught 
you. Store my commands in your heart. 2 If you do this, you will live 
many years, and your life will be satisfying. 3 Never let loyalty and kind-
ness leave you! Tie them around your neck as a reminder. Write them 
deep within your heart. 4 Then you will find favor with both God and 
people, and you will earn a good reputation. 

 
BIG IDEA: God is greater than our national identity, our political alle-
giances, our man-made government, even our self-assigned purpose, 
so live for Him first.  
 
HOW TO BE HIS INFLUENCER (Lessons from Daniel) 
 
1. Know God’s truth and humbly live by it. (v. 8) 
 

Daniel 1:8-9 NLT | But Daniel was determined not to defile himself 
by eating the food and wine given to them by the king. He asked the 
chief of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable 
foods. 9 Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affec-
tion for Daniel. 



2. Understand the culture around you. Empathize even when not 
agreeing. (vv. 3, 8, 10, & 17) 

 
Daniel 1:10-13 NLT | But he responded, “I am afraid of my lord the 
king, who has ordered that you eat this food and wine. If you become 
pale and thin compared to the other youths your age, I am afraid the 
king will have me beheaded.” 11 Daniel spoke with the attendant who 
had been appointed by the chief of staff to look after Daniel, Hanani-
ah, Mishael, and Azariah. 12 “Please test us for ten days on a diet of 
vegetables and water,” Daniel said. 13 “At the end of the ten days, see 
how we look compared to the other young men who are eating the 
king’s food. 

 
3. Pregame to live for God’s glory. Make up your mind. (vv. 8 & 10) 
 

Daniel 1:8-9 NLT | But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by 
eating the food and wine given to them by the king. He asked the chief 
of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable foods. 9 Now God 
had given the chief of staff both respect and affection for Daniel. 

 
4. Live a lifestyle that God can speak through. (vv. 11-15)  
 

Daniel 1:11-15 NLT | Daniel spoke with the attendant who had been 
appointed by the chief of staff to look after Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah.12 “Please test us for ten days… 15 At the end of the ten 
days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better nour-
ished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by 
the king.  

Going deeper on your own: Read Daniel Chapter 1 slowly and out loud. 
Make notes of anything God points out to you. Now answer the follow-
ing questions: Do you think it was by chance that David ended up in the 
king’s court? Do you think it’s by chance God has you where you are? 
Pastor Jay said, “The way we live impacts where we live. It’s a spiritual 
law.” Have you ever thought about that? NEXT STEP: During this political 
season, intentionally show God’s love towards someone of a different 
belief and see if you can influence them for Jesus Christ.  






