Order of Service February 4, 2024

Worship Team Holy Spirit Come
Welcome
Worship Team Jesus Paid It All

We Praise You

Message.................... Senior Pastor Jay Bruner

Faithworks (Week 4)

FAITHWORKS | GOING FOR THE “W”
James 3:13-18

Proverbs 4:7 NLT |’ Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do! And
whatever else you do, develop good judgment. 8 you prize wisdom,
she will make you great. Embrace her, and she will honor you. ?She will
place a lovely wreath on your head; she will present you with a beauti-
ful crown.

BIG IDEA: A Faith that Works requires knowing God’s truth and apply-
ing it; It’s called wisdom.

James 3:13-18 NLT | If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove
it by living an honorable life, doing good works with the humility that
comes from wisdom. ' But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish
ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and ly-
ing. > For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such
things are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. *°For wherever there is
jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of
every kind. ¥ But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also
peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full
of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is al-
ways sincere. *And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of
peace and reap a harvest of righteousness.



What does wisdom look like?

[y

. It’s pure, holy, and based upon God’s truth, not my idea of it. (v. 17)

2. It loves peace and is considerate. Love people and look for that which
unifies. (v. 17)

3. It’s gentle at all times. Quietly interested in their outcome. (v. 17)
4. It’s willing to yield. Submissive — To be easily entreated. (v. 17)

5. It’s full of mercy and good deeds. Give people what they need over
what we think they may deserve. (v. 17)

6. It shows no favoritism. Recognize all are Imago Dei, just broken. (v.
17)

7. It’s sincere. No hypocrisy, humble, at peace, and transparent. (v. 17)

Going deeper on your own: This week, Pastor Jay challenged us with this
question: Would you rather be the smartest or the wisest person in the
room? What’s the difference? Read James 3:13-16 out loud and note the
indicators for when God’s wisdom is missing. Take special note of where
jealousy and selfishness find their origins. Who is the father of these char-
acteristics? Now read James 3:17-18, noting the products of God's Wis-
dom. What will a life led by God’s wisdom produce and reap? Take a per-
sonal inventory of your life. Whose wisdom would you say is guiding it?
NEXT STEPS: Read 2 Chronicles 7:14. Recommit your life to Christ and
confess what you may have compromised regarding God’s truth. Ask for
forgiveness, then, with the help of a brother or sister, choose to turn and
start living by His truth. Tell someone close to you about your decision so
they can encourage you. Watch God’s peace begin to fill your life.



