
A Crazy Assumption  
 

The Consumption Assumption: If it comes to me (us), it is to be spent 
on me (us). 
 

Mark 8:36 | “And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but 
lose your own soul?”  
 

BIG IDEA: Generosity isn’t just something we do. It’s who we are 
meant to be.   
 

Luke 12:13-21 | 13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who 
appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then He said to 
them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does 
not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 16 Then He told them this 
parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant har-
vest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store 
my crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns 
and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll 
say to myself, You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life 
easy; eat, drink, and be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 
very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what 
you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 This is how it will be with whoever 
stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 
 



1. Wise and generous people don’t assume that everything is theirs to 
consume. (vv. 18-19) 

 
2. We don’t really own anything. We are just managing it temporarily. 
 
3. A fool’s life is built on greed.  A full life is built on gratitude. (vv. 20-21) 
 

1 Timothy 6:6-10 | 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For 
we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 

But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those 
who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many fool-
ish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager 
for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs. 

 
4. If it all goes “back in the box” eventually, don’t miss the opportunity 

to give it away. (v. 17) 
 
NEXT STEP: What is one thing you hope God will thank you for when you 
get to heaven? What are you doing to ensure He will? Start now.   

Going deeper on your own: Read Proverbs 11:25. 
 
What does it mean to you to be generous?  Who are some people you 
know who are generous?  What makes someone a generous person? 
 
Based on the answers and discussion, reflect on ways to increase your 
generosity.  How could you be an encouragement and refresh the lives of 
others?   






