
 IF GOD IS A LOVING GOD, WHY DID HE KILL PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE? 
 

Psalm 14:1 NLT | Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” They 
are corrupt, and their actions are evil; not one of them does good! 
 

Deuteronomy 7:9-10 NIV | 9Know therefore that the LORD your God is 
God; He is the faithful God, keeping His covenant of love to a thousand 
generations of those who love Him and keep His commandments. 10But 
those who hate Him He will repay to their face by destruction; He will 
not be slow to repay to their face those who hate Him. 
 

Big idea: God is merciful, yet also righteous and just.  
 

Psalm 145:17-18 NLT | 17The Lord is righteous in everything He does; He 
is filled with kindness. 18The Lord is close to all who call on Him, yes, to 
all who call on Him in truth. 
 

Romans 5:8-9 NLT | 8But God showed His great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9And since we have been 
made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, He will certainly save 
us from God’s condemnation. 
 

Big idea supplement: What God’s righteousness demands, His love 
provides. 
 

John 3:17 ESV | “God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through Him.”  



HOW TO LIVE IN LIGHT OF A MERCIFUL, YET JUST, GOD  
 

1. Don’t toy with evil. God hates it and will correct it! 
 

Nahum 1:3 NLT | The Lord is slow to get angry, but His power is great, 
and He never lets the guilty go unpunished. He displays His power in 
the whirlwind and the storm. The billowing clouds are the dust be-
neath His feet. 

 

Hebrews 12:6-8 NLT  
 

2. Live toward others knowing God is just. (Have compassion and under-
standing.) 

 

Romans 12:19 NLT | Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to 
the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; 
I will pay them back,” says the LORD. 
 

1 Peter 3:9 NLT | Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults 
when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is 
what God has called you to do, and He will grant you His blessing. 

 

3. Live with the end in mind. (Evil will end!) 
 

Revelation 22:3 NLT | No longer will there be a curse (evil) upon any-
thing. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and His 
servants will worship Him. 

 

NEXT STEP: Whenever faced with evil, retaliate with good and leave the 
rest to God.  

Going deeper on your own: Today we learned about God’s righteous dis-
cipline. To get a better understanding, read Genesis 6:5, Deuteronomy 
7:9-10, Deuteronomy 9:1-4, Deuteronomy 20:16-18, Psalms 14:2-3, and 2 
Peter 3:7. Take note of the reasons for God’s discipline. Why do you think 
it is so hard for us to believe God would discipline, and even destroy, 
those who hate Him? Now based upon what we learned today, what is 
our response to a merciful, but just, God? How should we live? How 
should we treat those who do not know Him? What about those who do 
know Him but reject Him? God gives clear guidelines for believers when 
faced with those who reject Him. What are those guidelines? NEXT STEP: 
Whenever faced with evil, retaliate with good and leave the rest to God.  






