
 WHY DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE? 
 

Why do bad things happen? (Read Genesis 1-3) 
 

ROMANS 8:18-30 (NIV) | 18I consider that our present sufferings are not 
worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19For the 
creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be re-
vealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the 
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought 
into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up 
to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption 
to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were 
saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 
already have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for 
it patiently. 26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We 
do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself inter-
cedes for us through wordless groans. 27And He who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 28And we know that in 
all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have 
been called according to His purpose.  
 

BIG IDEA: This world is not our home.  



HOW TO COPE WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN: 
 

1. Acknowledge the pain and rest in God’s strength. (vv. 18-21) 
 

John 16:33 (NIV) | 33“I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.” 

 
2. Don’t seek temporary comfort over eternal hope. (vv. 22-25) 
 
3. When faced with pain, run to God not from God. (vv. 26-28) 
 
4. Don’t lose hope; bad things will end.  
 

ROMANS 8:35-39 (NIV) | 35Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or naked-
ness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: “For your sake we face 
death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him 
who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any pow-
ers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

 
NEXT STEP:  God’s goodness is stronger than ______________________.  

Going deeper on your own: All of us have a pain that we can bring to the 
table. There is hurt and brokenness at every corner. It easily comes to the 
surface. In Christ, we have hope beyond that pain. Read Hebrews 4:14-
16. We have a Savior that understands our every hurt. What are the ways 
that you try to deal with pain and hurt? How could making God your first 
resource instead of the last resort help you and others in our broken 
world? 






