
NEXT TIME  
 

Acts 1:11 (NIV) | “...This same Jesus, who has been taken from you 
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go 
into heaven.” 
 

Matthew 25:31-34 & 41 (NLT) | 31 “But when the Son of Man comes in 
His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit upon His glorious 
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in His presence, and He will 
separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will place the sheep at His right hand and the goats at His 
left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
creation of the world…41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left 
and say, ‘Away with you…’”  
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NLT) | 13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, 
we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have 
died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since 
we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe 
that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with Him the believers 
who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are 
still living when the Lord returns will not meet Him ahead of those who 
have died. 16 For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trum-
pet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their 
graves...  



17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the 
earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we 
will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these 
words. 
 

Revelation 21:1-6 (NLT) | 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea was also 
gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 I 
heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now 
among His people! He will live with them, and they will be His people. 
God Himself will be with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, 
and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these 
things are gone forever.” 5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I 
am making everything new!” And then He said to me, “Write this down, 
for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” 6 And He also said, “It is fin-
ished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all 
who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life.” 
 

BIG IDEA: Live life based on the returning Jesus, not merely the resur-
rected Jesus.  
 

Acts 1:11 (NIV) | 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go.” 
 

LIVING IN LIGHT OF NEXT TIME: 
 

1. Quit living based on what’s happened, but what’s to come. (Rom. 8) 

2. Don’t worry about what we’ll miss, but who will miss it. (Rev. 21:1-8) 

3. Be sure you make the list. (Rev. 20:11-15, Rom. 10:9) 

Going deeper on your own: Pastor Jay said, “The greater our expectation 
of heaven, the better life we’ll live on earth.” Can you see how that would 
be true? He also said, “Those who saw Jesus after His resurrection validat-
ed our faith, but the NEXT TIME we see Him, our faith will be fulfilled.” 
Can you see how encouraging that is? Read the following passages: Acts 
1:1-11, Romans 8, Revelations 21:1-8, Revelations 20:11-15, John 3:16-18 
and Romans 10:9. NEXT STEP: Make Jesus Christ your Lord and Savior, 
then start living with the NEXT TIME in mind.  






