
I’m Done. 
 
27And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, 
for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own 
will. 28And we know that God causes everything to work together for 
the good of those who love God and are called according to His purpose 
for them. Romans 8:27-28 (NLT) 
 

BIG IDEA: A God-centered life may not be easy, but it’s worth it. 
 
Jesus said, “…Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But 
take heart, because I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 (NLT) 
 

Jesus said, “…And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.” Matthew 28:20 (NLT) 
 

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5b (NIV) 
 

How to stay engaged with God’s story when wounded by a broken 
world: (Case study - Philippians 2:12-18) 
 
12Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with 
you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to 
show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence 
and fear. 13For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases Him. 14Do everything without complaining 
and arguing, 15so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives 
as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked 
and perverse people...  
 

 
  



16Hold firmly to the word of life then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will 
be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not use-
less. 17But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a liquid 
offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to God. And I 
want all of you to share that joy. 18Yes, you should rejoice, and I will share 
your joy. Philippians 2:12-18 (NLT) 
 

1. I must remember I don’t have to understand fully to obey completely.  
 

12Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with 
you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to 
show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence 
and fear. 13For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases Him. vv. 12-13 

 

2. I must remember my life centered on Christ will bring light to a dark 
world.  

 
14Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15so that no one can 
criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like 
bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. vv. 14-15  

 

3. I must remember even in difficult times, my hope is real.  
 

16Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I 
will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was 
not useless. 17But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a 
liquid offering to God, just like your faithful service is an offering to 
God. And I want all of you to share that joy. 18Yes, you should rejoice, 
and I will share your joy. vv. 16-18 
 
35So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the 
great reward it brings you! 36Patient endurance is what you need now, 
so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that 
He has promised. Hebrews 10:35-36 (NLT) 

Going deeper on your own: In this week’s message, Pastor Jay said, “Our 
faith moves God.” He also said, “Our faithfulness in hard times never 
goes unnoticed. God is watching, He cares, and He moves.” Does that 
encourage you? If so, write it out and place it somewhere you can regu-
larly see it. Now when facing difficult times, how should we respond? To 
help, Read Philippians Chapter 2:1-18 aloud. List everything Paul specifi-
cally encourages us to do to live out our faith. NEXT STEP: Don’t stop be-
ing faithful to what God has put before you. Keep going. 






