
Are You Still Watching? 
Ask Me Again Later. 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for 
good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”  
Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT) 
 

BIG IDEA: My life is worth fighting for. 
 
1Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake. 2A 
large crowd soon gathered around Him, so He got into a boat. Then He 
sat there and taught as the people stood on the shore. 3He told many 
stories in the form of parables, such as this one: “Listen! A farmer went 
out to plant some seeds. 4As he scattered them across his field, some 
seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5Other seeds 
fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly be-
cause the soil was shallow. 6But the plants soon wilted under the hot 
sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7Other seeds fell 
among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. 8Still oth-
er seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, 
sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! 9Anyone 
with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 10His disciples came 
and asked Him, “Why do you use parables when you talk to the peo-
ple?” 11He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. 12To those who listen to my 
teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abun-
dance of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what 
little understanding they have will be taken away from them.”  
Matthew 13:1-12 (NLT) 
 

 



HOW TO GET AND STAY ENGAGED WITH GOD’S STORY FOR MY LIFE  
 

1. Acknowledge my life is up for grabs. (vv. 3-8) 
 

“As he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, 
and the birds came and ate them.” Matthew 13:4 (NLT) 
 
18“Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer 
planting seeds: 19The seed that fell on the footpath represents those 
who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. 
Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted 
in their hearts.” Matthew 13:18-19 (NLT) 

 

2. Admit God’s story is the only story that leads to a life of purpose, 
peace, and joy. (v. 9) 

 

“Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  
Matthew 13:9 (NLT) 
 
31Jesus said to the people who believed in Him, “You are truly my disci-
ples if you remain faithful to my teachings. 32And you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32 (NLT) 

 

 3. Accept that a full life requires a full surrender. (v. 12) 
 

His disciples came and asked Him, “Why do you use parables when 
you talk to the people?” Matthew 13:10 (NLT) 
 
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV) 

Going deeper on your own: In this message, we looked at three heart 
issues that can distract or prevent us from the life God has always in-
tended us to live. To help understand these issues better, read Matt. 13:1
-12 aloud, then answer the following questions: What does each type of 
soil represent in our lives? How do these soils come about? To help you 
understand these soils and how to overcome them, read these passages: 
Pathway - 1 John 2:15-17, Rom. 12:2, Eph. 5:15-17, Lk. 10:38-42 & Ps. 
51:10; Rocky soil - Rom. 2:5, Heb. 3:12-15, Heb. 4:5-7, Jer. 13:10, Acts 
28:25-27 & Ez. 36:26; Thorny soil - 1 Tim. 6:10, Lk. 12:15, Ecc. 5:10, Heb. 
13:5, Prov. 23:4-5, & Acts 4:32-35. NEXT STEPS: What do you need to 
surrender to the Lord to receive His peace and purpose? What is one 
thing that you could do this week to reengage with God’s story for your 
life? Write it down and then commit it to the Lord. (Just do it!)  






