
Preparing The Table 
 

For a child is born to us, a Son is given to us… And He will be called: 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6 (NLT) 
 
The First Christmas Party (Luke 2:1-20) 
 
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding 
their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among 
them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were 
terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I 
bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—
yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city 
of David! And you will recognize Him by this sign: You will find a baby 
wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly, the an-
gel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
those with whom God is pleased.” Luke 2:8-14 (NLT) 

 
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each 
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” They hurried to the village and found 
Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After 
seeing Him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what 
the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the shep-
herds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her 
heart and thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their 
flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It 
was just as the angel had told them. Luke 2:15-20 (NLT) 

 
 



HOW TO PREPARE THE TABLE 
(Following God’s example from Luke 2:1-20) 
 
1. Choose your centerpiece carefully. 
 

The Angel of God said... “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to 
all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David!” Luke 2:10-11 (NLT) 
 

Dear Jesus, I want to thank you for your amazing love for me and for 
___________. I pray you bless them as you have blessed me. Thank you for 
coming into our world to show us your love. I pray for my life to be a bless-
ing to you and that you would be a blessing to those I sit with now. I recog-
nize you for who you are; our Savior, our loving God to lead us in this life 
and the one beyond. Amen. 
 
2. Choose your company compassionately. 
 

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their 
flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and 
the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them…  Luke 2:8-9 (NLT) 
 
3. Choose your courses consciously. 
 

Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” They hurried to the village and found Mary and Jo-
seph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the 
shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said 
to them about this child. Luke 2:15-17 (NLT) 

Going deeper on your own: Read the following passages from Luke: 4:1-4, 
5:27-31, 7:36-50, 9:10-17, 10:30-41 and 22:15. What was Christ most fo-
cused on each time He reclined at someone’s table? What could you do to 
make room at your table for Christ and those who deeply need Him? Pas-
tor Jay gave us a prayer to use at every table we sit at this holiday season. 
With Christ’s help, intentionally choose to use this prayer every time you 
dine with someone this holiday season. After concluding your prayer, tell 
them your hope for them this Christmas season. “I hope you know that 
God loves you, and that’s why He sent Christ. I hope you have made Him 
your Savior and leader of your life. If you haven’t, I hope you will this sea-
son.” We hope and pray this will be a Christmas where many in your influ-
ence will be touched by Christ through you.   






