
Filling The Inner Circle 
 

The righteous choose their friends carefully… Proverbs 12:26 (NIV) 
 

Walk with the wise and become wise, a companion of fools suffers 

harm. Proverbs 13:20 (NIV) 

THE CIRCLES WE RUN IN (Even Jesus ran in circles) 

 
 

 

Clueless 

Seekers and Starters 

Players or Pretenders 

Water walkers 



HOW TO FILL THE INNER CIRCLE 
Case Study 3 John 
 
Everyone speaks highly of Demetrius, as does the truth itself. We our-
selves can say the same for him, and you know we speak the truth.  
3 John 1:12 (NLT) 
 
1. Seek out the mature believer. (Unquestionable reputation.)  

Everyone speaks highly of Demetrius, as does the truth itself…  

 
2. Seek out devoted believers. (To Christ and His family.) 

We ourselves can say the same for him…  

 
3. Seek out the proven believer. (They have a LIVING testimony.) 

John says, …and you know we speak the truth.  

Going deeper on your own: Pastor Jay said, “Although Jesus loved every-
one, He did not relate to them all the same way.” Have you ever consid-
ered this truth? Write out a list of all the people you consider friends in 
your life. Now draw three concentric circles, numbering them from out-
side the circles 4, 3, 2, and 1, the innermost circle. Review each name 
and think about where they fit in those circles. Pray and ask Christ for 
wisdom and guidance on how to relate to each person. Reflecting on the 
innermost circle, who is in that circle and why? Pastor Jay said, “Those in 
our innermost circle will directly reflect how we relate to those in the 
outer circles.” Can you see how important those relationships are? Is Je-
sus in that circle? If not, invite Him into the most intimate place in your 
life and make Him your most vital friend. Then, pray and ask Him to grant 
you the gift of a friend who is closer than a brother. Ask Him to show you 
how to fill the void in someone else’s life who needs a BFF.  






