
From Good To Great 
 
7I observed yet another example of something meaningless under the 
sun. 8This is the case of a man who is all alone… Ecclesiastes 4:7-8 (NLT) 
 
A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time of need. 
Proverbs 17:17 (NLT) 
 
HOW TO BUILD A FABULOUS FAITHFUL FRIENDSHIP  
(Case study on 3 John) 
 
1 This letter is from John, the elder. I am writing to Gaius, my dear 
friend, whom I love in the truth. 2 Dear friend, I hope all is well with you 
and that you are as healthy in body as you are strong in spirit. 3 Some of 
the traveling teachers recently returned and made me very happy by 
telling me about your faithfulness and that you are living according to 
the truth. 4 I could have no greater joy than to hear that my children are 
following the truth. 5 Dear friend, you are being faithful to God when 
you care for the traveling teachers who pass through, even though they 
are strangers to you. 6 They have told the church here of your loving 
friendship. Please continue providing for such teachers in a manner 
that pleases God. 7 For they are traveling for the Lord, and they accept 
nothing from people who are not believers. 8 So we ourselves should 
support them so that we can be their partners as they teach the truth. 
3 John 1:1-8 (NLT) 

 
 



1. A true friendship begins with the right foundation.  
 

This letter is from John, the elder. I am writing to Gaius, my dear friend 
whom I love in the truth. 3 John 1:1 (NLT) 
 

A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can 
stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-
braided cord is not easily broken. Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NLT) 
 

2. A true friendship tangibly and sacrificially helps one another.   
 
5 Dear friend you are being faithful to God when you care for the travel-
ing teachers who pass through, even though they are strangers to you. 
6 They have told the church here of your loving friendship…  
3 John 1:5-6 (NLT) 
 

When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager 
to practice hospitality. Romans 12:13 (NLT) 
 
1Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. 2 Don’t forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained 
angels without realizing it! Hebrews 13:1-2 (NLT) 
 

3. A true friendship encourages one another in God’s way of life.  
 
6…Please continue providing for such teachers in a manner that pleases 
God. 7 For they are traveling for the Lord, and they accept nothing from 
people who are not believers. 8 So we ourselves should support them so 
that we can be their partners as they teach the truth. 3 John 1:6-8 (NLT) 
 

Going deeper on your own: Read 3 John, slowly and aloud so your mind 
and spirit can hear it. Recognizing this a personal letter between two 
close friends (John and Gaius), answer the following questions: Why do 
you think God included this letter in the Bible? Why do you think John 
took the time to write Gaius? What made John and Gaius such good 
friends? Why do you believe Gaius helped the traveling teachers? Why 
did this mean so much to John? Do you have a friendship like John and 
Gaius? If not, why? If so, does your friend know it? When was the last 
time you took pen and paper to write and tell them how much their 
friendship means to you? If it’s been a while, do so now. Tell them what 
they mean to you, and mention what makes your relationship special. 
Next, write God and thank Him for the blessing of your friend. If you have 
no one to write to or about, ask God for His provision of friendship, then 
seek to become the friend you long for. 






