
Humility Wins 
 
BIG IDEA: Humility is the key to defeating offense. 
 
Luke 18:9-14 | 9 To some who were confident of their own righteous-
ness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.’ 14 I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went 
home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
 
HOW TO STOP BEING OFFENSIVE  
 

1.  Stop acting like you have all the answers. (v. 9-12) 
 
2. Seek to change my heart before I try to change someone else’s  

mind. (v. 13-14) 

 
 

 
 



John 13:33-35 | 33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am 
going, you cannot come. 34 A new command I give you: Love one anoth-
er. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  
 
3. Our mission is not to win but to love. 
 
NEXT STEP: Choose to pray for and show love to someone you disagree 
with. 
 
 

Going deeper on your own: In this week’s message we talked about the 
importance of walking in humility and loving people that we don’t neces-
sarily agree with. It can be difficult, but that’s what we are called to.  
There’s no way that we can fulfill our purpose as followers of Jesus un-
less we choose to love and walk in humility. 
 

Jesus shared another story of loving and caring for people that are differ-
ent. In Luke 10:35-37, Jesus shares a story of caring for others.  The par-
ticular word used is “neighbor”. Here in the suburbs, we think of our 
neighbors as the folks who live next door to us, across the street, maybe 
on our street and in our neighborhood. However, Jesus had a pretty in-
teresting answer for the question, “Who is my neighbor?”.   
 

Read Luke 10:35-37 and think through this. 
 

1. Based on the parable Jesus shared, who is your neighbor? 
2. How can you pray for and better love those who may be different and 

think different than you? 






