
THE SEDUCTION OF SUCCESS 
 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:3 (NIV) 
 
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man 
with his master and in high favor, because by him the Lord had given 
victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper.  
2 Kings 5:1 (ESV) 
 
The idol of success puts us in place of God. 
 
“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
soul?” Mark 8:36 (ESV) 
 
Your identity, worth, and value are not in your success but in your re-
lationship with Christ.  
 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:1-3 (ESV) 
 
  
 
 
 
 



So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of 
gold, and ten changes of clothing. And he brought the letter to the king 
of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have 
sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his leprosy.”  
2 Kings 5:5-6 (ESV) 
 
Success makes us believe our position, power, and possessions will re-
sult in our deliverance.   
 
Humility is the key to defeating the idol of success.    
 
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wis-
dom. Proverbs 11:2 (ESV) 
 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.  
James 4:10 (ESV) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Going deeper on your own: This week, take time to look at your motiva-
tion and your drive for success. Is it coming from a healthy place because 
it is a secondary pursuit and not a primary focus? If not, spend some time 
in prayer asking God to help you reorientate your life priorities, making 
God your primary pursuit, followed by your family and your career. Hum-
ble yourself before the Lord, acknowledging that all you have (your gifts, 
abilities, resources, and accomplishments) are gifts from Him. Make it a 
priority to place God first by seeking His will and purpose for your life. 
Trust that God already believes in you and values you, not for what you 
do but because you are His child. Set aside the idol of success and trust 
that God will still do great things through you.     






