
HOW MONEY CHANGES EVERYTHING 
 

Greed is an insatiable appetite for what we want, not what we need. 
 

And someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to di-
vide the family inheritance with me.” But He said to him, “Man, who 
appointed me a judge or arbitrator over you?” Luke 12:13-14 (NASB) 
 

And He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every 
form of greed, for not even when one has an abundance does his life 
consist of his possessions.” Luke 12:15 (NASB) 

 

...let your heart be pleasant during the days of young manhood. And 
follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes. Yet 
know that God will bring you to judgment  for all of these things. 
Ecclesiastes 11:9 (NASB) 
 

Smaller barns may have purpose! 
Philippians 4:8, Deut. 8:4-5, I Timothy 6:17-18, Matthew 25:28-29 
 

Jesus cures greed! 
 

Who was Zaccheus? 
 

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man 
called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was 
rich. Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable be-
cause of the crowd, for he was small in stature. Luke 19:1-3 (NASB) 
 
  
 



“Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom 
or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 
birds!” Luke 12:24 (NIV) 
 

“Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? And if worry 
can’t accomplish a little thing like that, what’s the use of worrying over 
bigger things?” Luke 12:25-26 (NLT) 
 

So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see 
Him, for He was about to pass through that way. When Jesus came to 
the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come 
down, for today I must stay at your house.” Luke 19:4-5 (NASB) 
 

Four insights from Zaccheus:  
1. _________________________________________________________. 

2. _________________________________________________________. 

3. _________________________________________________________. 

4. _________________________________________________________. 
 

Idols are sneaky, subtle, and deadly, yet replaceable.  
 

Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my posses-
sions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
will give back four times as much.” Luke 19:8 (NASB) 
 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Be-
cause of these, the wrath of God is coming. Colossians 3:5-6 (NIV) 
 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might 
become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9 (NASB) 
 

 
 

Going deeper on your own: After reading the scriptures today, ask your-
self these questions: How would I define greed? Do I have any tucked 
away and almost undetectable? Is my idol something or someone I can 
easily see or touch? Is it an inner compulsion, addiction, or uncontrolla-
ble craving for what or whom I cannot have? Am I willing to replace it 
with what is wholesome and pure? Zaccheus willingly suffered some 
public ridicule and scorn – if that is what it takes to defeat the greed and 
idols in your life, are you willing?    






