
ALL YOU EVER WANTED 
 

“…these men have set up idols in their hearts…” Ezekiel 14:3 (NIV) 
 

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can under-
stand it? Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV)  
 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave 
thanks to Him… They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and wor-
shiped and served created things rather than the Creator…  
Romans 1:21 & 25 (NIV) 
 

“I am the LORD your God… have no other gods before Me.”  
Exodus 20:2-3 (NIV) 
 

An idol is anything more important to us than God, anything that ab-
sorbs our heart and imagination more than God, anything we seek to 
give us what only God can give. 
 

An idol is whatever we look at and say, in our heart of hearts, “If I have 
that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I‘ll know I have value, then 
I’ll feel significant and secure.” There are many ways to describe that 
kind of relationship to something, but perhaps the best one is worship. 
 

HOW TO KEEP GOD IN HIS RIGHTFUL PLACE 
(Lessons from Abraham & Genesis 22) 
 

…God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he re-
plied. Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—
Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on a mountain I will show you.” Genesis 22:1-2 (NIV) 
 

He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy 
go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
Genesis 22:5 (NIV) 
 
 
  



When they arrived at the place where God had told him to go, Abraham 
built an altar and arranged the wood on it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, 
and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. Genesis 22:9 (NLT) 
 

…“Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. “Do not lay a hand on 
the boy,” He said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
Genesis 22:11-12 (NIV) 
 

So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is 
said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” Gen. 22:14 (NIV) 
 

1. Tell Him of His rightful place. 
 

He (God) said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 
 

For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, 
and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.  
Romans 10:10 (NLT) 

 

2. Tell others of His rightful place.  
 

He said to his servants, “…We will worship and then we will come 
back to you.” Genesis 22:5 (NIV) 

 

3. Practice giving Him back what He has given to me. 
 

Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him on the altar… Gen. 22:9 (NIV) 
 

Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-
work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.  
Romans 12:1 (MSG) 

 
 
 

 

Going deeper on your own: It’s hard to believe that we may struggle 
with idolatry. With this in mind, consider the following; If we say we love 
God above all else, then why do we get angry at and even blame God 
when a career fails, a child rebels, or a relationship ends? Could it be that 
our love and devotion to God is not about our relationship with Him but 
rather an effort to get Him to assist, protect, prop up, and bless the true 
idols of our hearts? Pastor Jay said, “Often the most painful times in our 
lives are times in which our idols, our Isaacs, are being threatened or re-
moved.” Would you agree or disagree? Pastor Jay also pointed out two 
ways we can respond: opt for bitterness, blame, and despondency, or 
walk up the mountain to God and tell Him, “I trust You are helping me 
remove the barriers to the fullness of Your love and life for me.” Today 
pray and ask Him to help reveal anything that has subtly taken His place. 
Confess it to Him and trust it in His hands.   






