
A BODY UNIFIED 
 

“Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disci-

ples.” John 13:35 (NLT) 
 

I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divi-

sions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and pur-

pose. 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NLT) 

 

The Authentic Church is a body of believers that: 

• Humbles and submits themselves under Jesus Christ’s leadership. 

• Understands and humbly lives by His unmerited favor. 

• Prays for and encourages one another.   

• Works at restoration and peace in relationships. 

• Fights for and celebrates unity. 

I am confident, as I write this letter that you will do what I ask and even 
more! Philemon 1:21 (NLT) 
 
One more thing—please prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping 
that God will answer your prayers and let me return to you soon. Epa-
phras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you his greetings. So do 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my co-workers. May the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Philemon 1:22-25 (NLT) 
 
 
 



HOW TO BUILD A UNIFIED FAMILY, A CHURCH FAMILY 
 
1. Submit to Christ as Savior and Lord. 
 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  
Philemon 1:25 (NLT) 

 
2. Practice the things that unify: 
  

Pray with and for one another. 

Encourage one another to do greater things.  (I am confident…)  

Obedience to Christ and love for one another. (…that you will do what 

I ask…) 

Sacrifice my rights for the betterment of the body. (…and even more! 

 
3. Celebrate that which unifies. (I am confident… that you will do…) 
 
 
 

 

Going deeper on your own: Read the entire book of Philemon slowly and 
out loud so your spirit can hear it. Review today’s message notes and an-
swer the following questions: What was Paul’s motivation for writing this 
letter? How could Paul be confident that Philemon and the church of Co-
lossi would embrace Onesimus? Why do you think God had this letter 
placed in the Bible? How does this teaching relate to you? How has this 
series changed your view of God’s church and your role in it? Pastor Jay 
said, “Loving each other doesn’t mean we have to always agree with 
each other. We are members of one family, and members of any family 
will disagree. But it does mean we should do so by recognizing that the 
people we disagree with are our sisters and brothers in Jesus’ family. 
That means we should always love and treat them with respect and 
affection.” Do you agree or disagree? What is one thing you could do this 
week to help build the UNITY in God’s family? Here are some additional 
verses that may assist you with building Unity in God’s church: John 
13:34-35, John 17:20-21, Philippians 2:3, James 1:19, Ephesians 4:32, and 
1 John 3:16.   






