
A PLACE OF FORGIVENESS AND RESTORATION 
 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
Matthew 5:9 (NIV) 
 

The authentic Church is a body of believers: 

• Who humbles themselves under Jesus Christ’s leadership. 

• That understands and lives by His Grace and Peace. 

• That prays for and encourages one another.    

• That participates in the ministry of reconciliation. 
 

That is why I am boldly asking a favor of you. I could demand it in the 
name of Christ because it is the right thing for you to do. But because of 
our love, I prefer simply to ask you. Consider this as a request from 
me—Paul, an old man and now also a prisoner for the sake of Christ Je-
sus. I appeal to you to show kindness to my child, Onesimus. I became 
his father in the faith while here in prison. Onesimus hasn’t been of 
much use to you in the past, but now he is very useful to both of us. I 
am sending him back to you, and with him comes my own heart. I want-
ed to keep him here with me while I am in these chains for preaching 
the Good News, and he would have helped me on your behalf. But I did-
n’t want to do anything without your consent. I wanted you to help be-
cause you were willing, not because you were forced. It seems you lost 
Onesimus for a little while so that you could have him back forever. He 
is no longer like a slave to you. He is more than a slave, for he is a be-
loved brother, especially to me. Now he will mean much more to you, 
both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.  

 
 



So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge it to 
me. I, PAUL, WRITE THIS WITH MY OWN HAND: I WILL REPAY IT. AND I 
WON’T MENTION THAT YOU OWE ME YOUR VERY SOUL! Yes, my broth-
er, please do me this favor for the Lord’s sake… Philemon 8-20 (NLT) 
 

How to bless and build the authentic Church: Be the peacemaker.  
 

THE ROAD TO FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION 
 

1. Pray the Holy Spirit to fall on everyone involved. 

2. Choose to be the instigating peacemaker. 
 

I am boldly asking a favor of you… Yes, my brother, please do me this 
favor for the Lord’s sake. Philemon 8, 20 (NLT) 
 

How to restore peace? Use a peace conference. 
 

A. Remind everyone who they are in Christ. (Philemon – my brother,   

     my partner; Onesimus – my child; all of the same family, Jesus  

     Christ.) 

B. State the ultimate goal. (For the Lord’s sake.) 

C. Start with humility, not rights. (I could demand; I prefer to simply 

     ask; I appeal to your kindness.) 

D. Address the issue. (I am sending him back; if he owes you.) 

E. Don’t ignore the offense; ask forgiveness for it. (Welcome him back;   

     if he owes you.) 

F. Go the extra mile. Jesus did. (Charge it to me.) 

G. Focus on the future. (Onesimus hasn’t been of much, but now he is   

     to both of us.) 
 
 
 

 

Going deeper on your own: Read Romans 12:18, 1 Corinthians 1:10, 
Matthew 18:15, and the book of Philemon. Pastor Jay said, “To heal bro-
ken relationships is to be used by God. To harbor anger and end relation-
ships are to be used by Satan. Both are hard work; one leads to life, the 
other death.” Have you ever thought God wants us to be His instruments 
of healing? Do you know two believers that could use your help? Do you 
have a relationship that needs healing? Pray through it, and as much as it 
is up to you, seek healing and restoration.   






