
A PLACE OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND HOPE 
 
So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are al-
ready doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:1 (NLT) 
 
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 
works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, 
but encourage one another… Hebrews 10:24-25 (NLT) 
 
Philemon verses 4-7: Prayer and Thanksgiving 
 

I always thank my God when I pray for you, Philemon, because I keep 
hearing about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all of God’s 
people. And I am praying that you will put into action the generosity 
that comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the 
good things we have in Christ. Your (self-sacrificing) love has given me 
much joy and comfort, my brother, for your kindness has often re-
freshed the hearts of God’s people. Philemon 1:4-7 (NLT) 
 
HOW TO BLESS AND BUILD GOD’S FAMILY – THE CHURCH 
 

1. Pray for it and everyone in it. 
 

I always thank my God when I pray for you… Philemon 1:4 (NLT) 
 
 
 



The seven things Jesus prays for His Family, John 17: 
vv. 1-3, Salvation for the lost in their midst. 
vv. 10-11, That they would be close and unified with Him.  
vv. 14-15, Protection from Satan. 
vv. 16-19, That they would know and live by His truth. 
vv. 20-23, That the family would be unified as a body.  
v. 24, That they see the Glory of Jesus. 
v. 26, That they would reflect God’s glory to the world.  
 
I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; in-
tercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. 1 Timothy 2:1 (NLT) 

   
2. Celebrate and encourage the gifts HE HAS GIVEN IT. 
 

I always thank my God… because I keep hearing about your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love for all of God’s people.  
Philemon 1:4-5 (NLT) 
 

Your love has given me much joy and comfort, my brother, for your 
kindness has often refreshed the hearts of God’s people.  
Philemon 1:7 (NLT) 

 

3. Encourage and inspire the gifts to loftier places. 
 

And I am praying that you will put into action the generosity that 
comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the good 
things we have in Christ. Philemon 1:6 (NLT) 

 

4. Find my place and fill it. 
 

Your love has given me much joy and comfort, my brother, for your 
kindness has often refreshed the hearts of God’s people.  
Philemon 1:7 (NLT) 

 

 
 

Going deeper on your own: Review today’s teaching, then do the follow-
ing: Each day this week, take time out to pray for your church and every-
one in it. If you need help, use the model that Jesus gave us in John 17. 
Ask God to place someone on your mind who has been a Philemon to 
you. Thank God for them, praying specifically about what they have done 
that has meant so much to you. Finally, take time out and write them a 
note of what God has done in your life through their life of faith.  






