
Church Life 101: The Case for Authentic Christianity 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon 
our beloved brother and fellow worker, and to Apphia our sister, and to 
Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house.  
Philemon 1:1-2 (NASB) 
 
Sign up for class with a rough and ragged community which is ener-
gized by the Spirit.  
  
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. Indeed, 
true comrade, I ask you to help these women who have shared my 
struggle in the cause of the gospel… Philippians 4:2-3 (NASB) 
 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NASB) 
 
Uniqueness of humans! 
 
Our common bond! 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
Galatians 3:28 (NASB) 
 
A common Spirit! 
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also in 
Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…   
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 (NASB) 
 
Register for the class in ultimate joy and experience the unique dyna-
mism of the church.  
 
 



As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant 
and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you information. For I 
have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our 
circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts; and with him 
Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your number. 
They will inform you about the whole situation here. Aristarchus, my fel-
low prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas’s cousin, Mark… 
Colossians 4:7-10 (NASB) 
 
Meet the Cast! 
 *Paul- The Visionary, educated, humble, entrepreneurial! 
 *Timothy- The Learner, ready to do something!  
 *Philemon- The Businessman- successful, loved his church! 
 *Apphia- The Manager 
 *Archippus- Mr. Ready, listens for advice and wants a calling! 
 *Tychicus- Mr. Spontaneous - any task is my task! 
 *Onesimus- The Fugitive! 
 
Our unique dynamism! 
The church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, 
being built up, and going on in the fear of the Lord and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, it continued to increase. Acts 9:31 (NASB) 
 
Our common cravings! 
 
We never graduate with a degree in selfless living.  
  
Grace to you and peace from our God and Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Philemon 1:3 (NASB) 
 
But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind ap-
peared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regenera-
tion and the renewing by the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:4-5 (NASB) 
 
Our unique design! 
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full well. Psalm 139:13-14 (NIV) 
 
 

 

 

Going deeper on your own: The church is an organism, a community of 
Spirit-led dynamism, with both struggling and successful people. Take a 
good look at the “cast” here in this little church and decide with whom 
you most identify. Probe your thoughts - am I isolated, removed from 
people, treat the church merely as a place to go or a lecture to hear?  Or, 
do I invest in others, show caring, and walk others into a new grace-filled 
life?  






