
FINDING PEACE BY FOLLOWING THE WISE 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be 
on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 (NIV) 
 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. 
About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, 
asking, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw His star as it 
rose, and we have come to worship Him." King Herod was deeply dis-
turbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. He called a 
meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, 
"Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?"  
 

"In Bethlehem in Judea," they said, "for this is what the prophet wrote: 
 

'And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah are not least among the 
ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the 
shepherd for my people Israel.'" 

 

Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he 
learned from them the time when the star first appeared. Then he told 
them, "Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you 
find Him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship Him, too!" 
 

After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had 
seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they were filled with joy! They entered the house and saw the child with 
His mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they  
 
 
 



opened their treasure chests and gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. When it was time to leave, they returned to their own coun-
try by another route, for God had warned them in a dream not to return 
to Herod. Matthew 2:1-12 (NLT) 
 

HOW TO FIND AND LIVE IN PEACE: Follow the Wise 
 

1. Seek out and embrace Jesus for who He Is. 
 

“Where is the newborn King…?” Matthew 2:2 (NLT) 
 
2. Worship Him above all else. 
 

They entered the house and saw the child with His mother, Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their 
treasure chests and gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Matthew 2:11 (NLT) 

 
3. Listen to and obediently follow His ways over everyone else.  
 

When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by an-
other route, for God had warned them in a dream not to return to 
Herod. Matthew 12:12 (NLT) 

 

…I am the way, and the truth, and the life… John 14:6 (NLT) 
 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV) 

Going deeper on your own: With paper and pen in hand, pray and ask the 
Holy Spirit to speak to you as you read Matthew 2:1-12 carefully and out 
loud. Make notes about observations or thoughts that come to you about 
this part of Jesus' birth. Now, answer the following questions: Why do you 
think it was so important for the Magi to visit Jesus? What do you think 
they were looking for? Upon finding Him, what do you think they saw, and 
how did they know they had found what they were seeking? What do you 
think they felt upon understanding who He was? In the story, it 
says,  "When they saw THE STAR, they were filled with joy!", why do you 
think this was included in Matthew's account? Who will be the star of your 
Christmas this year? What can we do to ensure that Jesus will be The Star 
of our Christmas? As Pastor Jay said, "There is nothing like finding the an-
swer you have always been looking for." Merry Christmas. 


