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Finding Peace
Joseph—The Forgotten Man of Christmas

THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, be-
ing a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Ho-
ly Spirit. She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will
save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not
until she had given birth to a Son. And he called His name Jesus.
Matthew 1:18-25 (ESV)



HOW TO FIND PEACE
Get used to different.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,

and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him,

and He will make straight your paths.

Be not wise in your own eyes;

fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.
Proverbs 3:5-7 (ESV)

Listen for the voice of God.

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow
me.” John 10:27 (ESV)

Walk in obedience.

Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them
stumble. Psalm 119:165 (ESV)

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those
who keep His covenant and His testimonies. Psalm 25:10 (ESV)

Going deeper on your own: Finding peace is not an adventure so far
beyond our reach that it should seem like an elusive pursuit. Scripture
tells us that we can live a life filled with peace when we learn to walk
in obedience. This doesn’t mean we won’t have difficulties and obsta-
cles to face, but it does mean we can experience peace in all circum-
stances. This week begin to view your life differently. Don’t determine
your peace by what is going on in your life. Determine your peace by
how much you rely upon the presence and power of God in your life.
The best way to do this is to reflect upon God’s word daily, live out its
truth, and pray for God’s presence to be with you in all things. Living a
life of peace is only one relationship away, and that relationship is one
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.



